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violent attack on the women and priests of the Christian community, he said that when they met a woman of unusual gravity and ascetic appearance in the street they at once concluded she was a Manichee. The second work is still more unfortunate. His attack on the dogmas of the Manichees is unanswerable. The idea of evil which he has learned from Plotinus cuts fatally to the root of their system, and it is an easy task to criticise them in details. He does not seem to realise, however, that much of his irony cuts two ways. * Are we to find out God by the eye and the nose ?' he scornfully asks, in criticism of the Manichean contention that the glory of the flower reveals the presence of divinity. But the poison is in the tail of the treatise, which consists of a petty attack on the Manichean moral ideal and a batch of malodorous scandals. This also was a questionable policy to adopt in face of Jerome's well-known letters. But the more serious circumstance is that Augustine's stories will not bear examination. Only five years afterwards he was publicly challenged by a reputable Manichean bishop, Fortunatus, to discuss 'the morals of the Manichees.' He tried for some time to evade the question, but at length wasustochium in which, after at 'slate, aiul even ilu-M-
